
A Demonstration of Receptive Language Sensory Processing Impairment 
 
 On average, according to international research studies, children with autism  
comprehend and “process” only about 1/3 of the words spoken to them by their parents and 
teachers.  To help a friend understand how this form of SPI feels, read these word sequences 
slowly and clearly to your friend. In each case they are every third word of the first line of a 
famous song. Read only the word sequences and ask your friend to tell you from what song they 
are taken.  From how many of these ten word sequences can your friend identify the song from 
which they are taken?  
 Because individuals with autism often have disturbed auditory sequencing, an even closer 
analogy to an autism-like form of receptive language impairment is to read these word sequences 
backwards, from right to left.  
 
 
Camptown Races  ladies  song  doo  race  miles  doo  goin’  all  to  day 
 
Shortnin’ Bread           little  on  two  and  most  for  and  say  children  bread 
 
Home on the Range     oh  a  the  and  and  play  is  discouraging  the  not  day 
 
Twinkle Twinkle Litte Star    little  I  you  above  so  a  the  twinkle  how  what  
 
Silent Night   night  all  all  round  mother  holy  tender  sleep  

peace  heavenly 
 
Bill Bailey   won’t   home   won’t  home  the  long  the  I’ll  rent  

I’ve  wrong 
 
I Want a Girl   want  just  girl  dear  she  pearl  only  Daddy 
 
On Top of Old Smoky on  old  covered  I  true  acountin’  for  pleasure  is  false  is  a 
 
The Star Spangled Banner      oh  you  the  light  proudly  at  last  broad  bright  the 
 
Oh Susannah   rained  the  left  it  the  hot  to  don’t  oh  you  me 



The Eight Sensory Tasks of Note-Taking 
1. Sustained attention  

Keep listening to the teacher for long periods of time despite distractions. For 
example, the teacher says: “The most important battle and what is generally regarded as 
the turning point in the Civil War was the Battle of Gettysburg, Lee’s first and, it turns 
out, final thrust into territory claimed by the North.” 

2. Auditory decoding 

 Understand the meaning of what was spoken, including individual words 
(“thrust,” “territory”), phrases (“Civil War” “turning point”), and groups of words 
(“claimed by the North,” “most important battle”). 

3. Verbal encoding 

Summarize complicated groups of words into a few words (“Gettysburg was the 
turning point”). 

4. Long-term visual and auditory memory 
 

Recall how to spell and print “Gettysburg was the turning point.” 
 

5. Visual planning 
 

Decide where to print the words on the page and how large to print them.  
 

6. Eye-hand coordination 

Grip the pen correctly and print the words accurately and legibly. 

 

7. Immediate auditory memory 

While printing “Gettysburg,” be aware that the next word is “was”; be aware that 
“the” comes next while printing the word “was,” and so on throughout the entire 
word series “Gettysburg was the turning point.” 

 

8. Integration of the first three tasks 

While printing the word series “Gettysburg was the turning point,” sustain 
attention, auditorily decode and verbally encode new words the teacher says. 
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